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Cover photo: 
 

A beautiful atmospheric shot of Tim Moreland’s 
own design Schweizer 1-26B resting after a hard 
days work at Kilcunda on Sunday 11th July. 
 

This is the model that Tim talked about at the 
July meeting inviting expressions of interest in a 
club build. If this shot doesn’t inspire you to join 
in then nothing will…… 
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Well, here it is - August. And again the reading may be as well written as a telephone book. I guess the easiest way, 
is to relay the activities of the last month. 
 

Firstly.... Geoff Hearn AND Tim Moreland both rang me, questioning our August meeting and the fact that both the 
Static Scale competition and the Car Boot Sale may be a bit much on the same night!.... I tend to agree.  Going back 
and reading our small print. Tim's Car Boot Sale (NO, you can't bring your car IN ) will be on this month. So, clean 
out the shed - bring it all along and flog it. Then buy someone else’s old stuff to replace it with!  Note, it will cost to 
get in, but that will include a raffle ticket for a good modeling prize. The Scale Competition will be held after the 
September meeting. (see page 11 – Glenn) 
  

Just after our last VARMS meeting, we had a meeting with the ERP (Eastern Recreation Precinct) group. This is 
where we get to hear how things are going with the High Street Road project and also the latest updates with their 
plans. Latest information is that our entrance road will come in just North of our shed, which should fit in really well.  
Also, their will be a waste water pump quite close to us, which means that power will be quite close. On another 
note, they’ve had a huge saving on their sewage problem, so things are looking good for them. Rain has set them 
back about 6 weeks, so our entrance will be effected by that.  We also signed our License Agreement - 3 years plus 
2 years, no real demons we weren't already aware of, and it also had a few pleasant surprises. Ask me for more 
details if you’re interested. 
 

The next step is a building permit - that can't be far away – as it has already been verbally agreed to. Just the paper 
work to be done. Then we can build. 
  

On that note, we are going to try and get some of the water off the field, so we will have a WORKING BEE on 
Saturday, Aug 21st from about 2pm. Bring a shovel and gum boots. If we get 100 people for half an hour each, we 
should knock it over, much easier than one person doing 50 hours!  If you can’t handle a shovel, come anyway -  
somebody needs to get the drinks! 
  

And when you are on said working bee, have a look where a 
club member got bogged. Now I have always taken a dim view of 
cars on the field, especially when it's as wet as it is now, but 
have a look at the mess the member has made, and 
perhaps suggest how he is going to restore it to "how it was"…. 
 

I spoke to the President of the Latrobe Valley Club, with the idea 
of taking our training group (Trainee's and all!) to their field at 
Lake Narracan. There were two reasons for the suggestion, 
firstly to introduce their members to the joys of flat field gliding, 
and secondly, to provide a little "adventure" for our 
members. They came back with "why not... and how about some 
aerotow in the afternoon?”   I reckon it's a great idea, so we will 
pick a date and see how it goes.  Any other ideas are welcome. 
 

And while aerowtowing on Saturday, we had visitors, some from 
the Scale Association, and it was discussed about having one of 
their Scale Day's at our field.  I think it's a great idea. Let's hear 
what you think. 
  

And from the World Champs in France, I hear that Dave had a 
eye infection that rendered him "hopeless". Jimmy did OK, and 
Carl came THIRD, after lying second for most of the contest. 
Well done guys! NZ won the team prize, and had ALL 3 
members in the 15 man fly-offs. 
 

AAAAAAND, Australia won the Team Race class at the Control 
Line World Championships, with  Ellins and Fitsgerald from the 
Knox Control Line Club on Stud Road. Well done guys. 
 

Model Aircraft... The greatest SPORT on Earth 
 

Cheers 
Col 

 

The President                                                          Colin Collyer 
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Site:  Negotiations with Knox City Council have progressed to the point where Colin and I have signed the agreement/licence. This 
paper has to go before the Council and then to the Knox CC CEO. We believe that there is no impediment to hold up this document.  
With this in place we should start to go forward.  To this end I am preparing plans and planning applications to get our building and 
base underway. As soon as these applications are submitted, and approved, we can move on to actually placing an order for the 
building. I believe that the only thing that then can cause further delays will be more consistent really bad rainy weather. Over recent 
weeks we have much more rain than normal and the misdirected water running off the construction works immediately to the north of 
our patch has really caused us problems.  This matter has been raised with KCC as has the condition of the main drain along the 
southern boundary road.  
 
Editorial: Steve Tester, our webmaster, has almost completed the work needed to move our website onto the new host site. From 
what I have seen, a few days ago, it will be ready for some new input soon so get moving on those interesting articles and 
photographs. Good work Steve!  
 
Remember the August meeting will include the vote to change the Aims of the club to”VARMS – Fostering the Sport of Radio 
Controlled Soaring in Victoria”.  
 
Our President, Colin Collyer, has joined the VMAA committee, so we will have a direct voice at these meetings. Congratulations Col.  
 
Today, Sunday 8, Aug I had occasion to go into the equipment container to get an item I could see in top left rear corner. Many items 
were just piled in a great heap at the back. I had to clear 6 or 7 folding chairs and a couple of boxes and it was fairly dark so I could 
not see clearly.  I put one leg past the BBQ I could see, and stretched to reach the item. At this point it turned out that the other BBQ 
was folded and loosely positioned behind the upright unit and it fell from where it was and jammed my leg such that I could not 
move. After several minutes I managed to wangle my leg free. 
The reason why I mention this is that this could have resulted in an insurance claim for a broken leg.  The club just does not need 
this to happen and a little more care in storage is definitely needed. 
 
Padlocks – A few months ago one of our padlocks on the entry gate was destroyed. I was told that it was a member who will not be 
named. This senseless action cost the club more than $50.  Also when you find that your key will not easily enter the padlock, do 
NOT put oil in the key barrel. The oil will collect dust and jamb the mechanism in a short time. Report the problem to me and I will 
treat the lock with powdered graphite. 
Until next time, Cheers, Max 

 
 
Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

 

*Aerotow:   First Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
Glider means gliders and electric assist 

Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Keyboard 
 

Your frequency key should have your full name written clearly on it so that you can be easily recognised and 
contacted in case of a frequency clash. Mobile phone number on the key is a good idea too, in case you have 
departed and left your key in the board thus stopping someone else using that frequency. Members using 2.4 GHz 
sets should still insert a standard key in the appropriate section of the keyboard. 

Site Management                                                     Max Haysom 

       Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 
8am-Noon (power)   Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
Dawn-Noon (glider) 
 

Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)   
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)   Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 
Noon-Dusk (glider) 
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Well, I hope you are enjoying the new look of the newsletter. Please, let me know what you think - good or 
bad - constructive criticism is always welcomed. I’m just putting my stamp on it and trying to liven it up for web 
viewing – those of you still getting the hard copy will just see different formatting, but trust me when I say it’s a 
lot more colourful than before. As you can see I’ve added photos of contributors so it’s easy for the newer 
members to identify those that are writing this stuff each month. 
 

My aim is to produce a newsletter that we can be proud of and promotes the club and its activities in a 
professional manner that is easy to read. 
 

Thanks to those members who have provided me with some content. It makes my job so much easier.  
 

New products seen……..                                                                                               
 

VQ models KA-7 
 
The Ka-7 was designed as the successor of the two-seater gliders Ka and 
Ka-2-2B. The prototype of the Ka-7 performed the first successful flight in 
1959. Since then and until 1964 were built 370 units. The Ka-7 was the star 
of several flight records in Germany for an entire decade.  
 
General features balsa and plywood construction, entirely covered with 
polyvinyl film. 
 
2.54m span, 1.3m long, 4 channel, 5 servos 
 
Should be in shops by now 

 
 
 
 

CM Pro DFS Habicht 

 
The DFS Habicht (German: "Hawk") was designed in 1936 as an unlimited 
aerobatic sailplane. Four planes were made available for the Olympic 
Games of 1936, where the evolutions of the Habicht over and literally 
inside the Olympic stadium enthralled spectators. 
 
General features painted fiberglass fuselage, wings and tail from balsa and 
plywood construction, complete with separate spoilers, entirely covered 
with polyvinyl film. 
 
2.6m span, 1.245m long, 3-4 channel, 5-6 servos 
 
In shops now 

 
 
 

      
      

 

Newsletter Compiler                                    Glenn Salisbury 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

glenn@aussieland.net 

High St Rd Working Bee 
 

August 21st from 2pm.   Bring Gum Boots and Shovel 
 

The plan is to dig some trenches to move water, and then pump it away. We have the plan, it just needs a 
lot of diggers, so as not to over load anyone. 

1 hour should do it, then we can have a fly, weather permitting 
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A Prelude’s Progress                            
 
Many moons ago in my very early days of involvement 
with R/C gliding and VARMS (1986 approx), I was 
given a unique opportunity by Southern Sailplanes 
(Ralph Learmont), to build a kit of the Prelude Mk1 
(solid foam wing), but it had be covered as per the box 
top.  An offer I readily accepted as the picture shows 
and displayed the model whenever I could at the flying 
fields and also on the slopes.  The Prelude became a 
very useable entity in my modest fleet of models.   
 

At a later time a set of slope ‘Trainer’ wings were added to the 
array, something that greatly increased this very simple 
model’s versatility.   
  
 
 
 
 
 

A little further down the track, yet another ‘offer’ was made!  This time from an employee in a 
well known Hobby store, and it was to “Electrify” the Prelude to see how it went, and also to 
write up a report for Airborne.  The equipment supplied was; a 6 cell NiCad pack/7.2V, a 
standard buggy motor/RPM518A with a fixed prop/7 x 4.5 attached and some good wishes.  
As I was very uncertain as to how this was all going to turn out, I settled for the ‘kiss’ principle, 
being to change as little of the model as possible.  Hence I mounted the motor/prop in a home 

made pylon on top of the wing using the 
existing rubber bands, and housed the battery 
pack in a box under the fuselage  (many more 
rubber bands).  Another servo was also added 
to operate the “On/Off” switch for this 
configuration (NO ESC).  Not the greatest 
arrangement, but it got me into the air, just!  On 
the slope at Mt Hollowback using the slope 
wings and in reasonable ‘air’, the model 

performed moderately well, although its power factor was such that it climbed much better 
being worked across wind rather than directly into it.  Further trials from a flat field had the 
Prelude at reasonable ’launch’ height in about 1 1/2 to 2 minutes that resulted in flights of 
about 5 to 6 minutes.  Light thermal activity provided longer flights but as the power to weight 
ratio was not very good, the model was always being worked at an angle to the wind to gain 
reasonable height.  A 7 cell/8.4V pack, although heavier, probably would have provided a 
better performance.  Whilst the report was not particularly flattering, it was published in 
Airborne (83/October 1987) anyway! 
 

Member Article                                                 Words & photos by Des Bayliss                                   
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Many years later I decided to commit a most un-pardonable sin (that I had also tried years 
earlier with a 2 metre Prophet in Canberra), and I matched the Prelude to an OS10 Max glow 
motor, just because they were both hanging around doing nothing. Off with the nose block, 
bolt the motor to former No 1, add a small fuel tank and extra servo for throttle and away we 
went.  Even with down thrust in total absentia, the model climbed away slowly but 
purposefully with heaps of DOWN elevator.  Several flights 
were made, each being totally successful with the model 
reaching great heights after a minute or so—then I hit a 
thermal at the top of one climb, and under power it was 
quickly heading for the great beyond!!  Tired OLD eyes and 
common sense led to the motor cut-out being applied, anti-
thermalling techniques employed whilst the model was still 
in sight with the obvious result that we were quickly into 
SINK and close to landing approach height with much 
mutterings about the inability for glow motors to be re-ignited in-flight, to continue the soaring 
scenario to the next thermal!!  Well, I was happy that it worked, but it still lacked that 
‘something that made it totally workable from a flat field.  However, as quite often happens, 
providence lent a hand. 
 
As reflected in Aspectivity 428/December ‘09 David Hipperson presented an article that he 
had been bullied into by a VERY SENIOR member of the Association Executive (Same fellow 
I had met in that Hobby shop!), and for which I am very thankful.  David’s article was very 
detailed in applying electrics to a light  1800-2000mm span thermal sailplane, and more 
specifically, the Prelude—BEWDY!!  Every element of the article was devoured with mouth-
watering enjoyment as plans were made, beans were counted and purchases were made 

from an oriental provider of  the required 
items.  These were; an outrunner motor TGY-
28-26 1000kv, a 9x5 folding prop, 32amp ESC 
and a 3S 2200Mah battery pack, the last two 
items were also redundancy for an existing 
electrically powered item (Stryker).  The good 

news, it all worked, but, there were some fit-out problems.  The collet to shaft-mount the prop 
was undersize for the motor, so the motor was reversed and mounted outside using the 
supplied fittings for the other end.  This saved in several areas, lots of natural air cooling, an 
easier fit for the battery and other gear inside the cockpit that had limited space, and to also 
combat a tail-heavy problem.  Before too much work was done, the model was quickly fitted 
out and flown ‘in the rough’ just in case it did not work.  It worked quite well late one cold 
afternoon in July with the initial launch under power being quite positive on about 50� throttle.  
Full throttle produced the usual stally climb that had to be well controlled to achieve a good 
height which was achieved about 4 or 5 times 
on a half charged battery with a little bit of 
thermal activity helping as well.  And wasn’t it 
nice to lose height and be able to switch the 
motor back on and go back up again, 
wonderful!!  Again, to repeat the obvious, the 
Prelude has undergone yet another 
facelift/upgrade to make it a fully operational 
model rather than an old bunch of memories 
gathering dust in the garage (NOT garidge Smithy!), luverly!!!  Maybe I should consider 
turbine power next!! 
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Held Friday 09 July 2010 at GWPS Primary School Hall, High Street Rd. Glen Waverley. Meeting Comm. 8.20 p.m. 
 

 
Apologies: Peter Cossins ; Bill Hamilton    New Member: Robert Cassell. 
 

President Colin Collyer-  Issues Raised 
 

Meet & Greet Segment. 
 

a) Brian Spencer 
Retired electrician – 30 yrs in VARMS –flown in many places ,incl. Nortons Lane; favorite model Alpha 100in.glider 
Claim to fame: slope soaring off Ayers Rock. 
 

b) Ross Peasley 
Computer Modeller – various gas projects-in VARMS since 1985 favorite model – Foka 5;favorite modeling exp. – 
slope soaring event at Mt. Hollowback in early yrs..Claim to fame – slope soaring from above snow line, on Mt. 
Hotham. 
 

General Business. 
 

Treasurer report. 
Club funds – acc.$10k in credit as at 30 June 2010. Income approx average for this time of yr. 
Aspectivity report – all articles & photos very welcome, at any time! 
Tim Moreland 
i) August Club “Car Boot” sale – description of how event is to be run – cardboard box “store” & members $2 entry 
fee – see Tim for further details. 
ii)Schweizer Scale glider project – description of model & flying characteristics – superb performer! – descriptive 
handout distributed to interested members. 
VMAA Trophy 2011 – proposal to expand glider class, to include “ARF” models such as “Radian” & Easy glider”, to 
increase attractiveness of class, to newcomers to hobby. 
John Bird – letter re possible committee details included on reverse page of each Aspectivity – Colin Collyer has 
replied to this, direct to John. 
World Champs F3J Contest –Club donation of $300 passed by members present, towards Australian Team 
expenses 
 
To follow the teams progress, click on:                                    or go to http://www.f3jfrance2010.fr/     
 
Special Interest Groups 
 

a) Aerotow Scale group-Report by Danny Malcman – field operations satisfactory, but restricted at present, due to 
Winter conditions. 
b) Jerilderie Queens Birthday 3 day  event. – report by Alan Mayhew – RCGA now to be hosting a forthcoming 
World HL Glider event . 
c) Club Slope Soaring Events – Bruce Clapperton.-Slope day this Sunday 11 July – all welcome. 
d) Club Registrar – Bruce Clapperton – report on new member kits progress.-197 Club members @ end June ‘10. 
e) Changes to Club constitution – report by max Haysom – Sp. General Meeting in August, to approve inclusion of 
“sporting organization” concept as part of club aims. – Motion to include wording :”fostering the sport of RC Soaring” 
in Club statement of aims & purposes.- - unanimous member approval for proposed wording. 
 

General Business. 
 

Clubmans’ Trophy– given to Bruce Robinson, in recognition of 
his extensive support of Club activities throughout the past year. 
 

Bruce was also lucky enough to take home the raffle prize from 
the Model Engines visit 

 
 
 
 

July General Meeting & Annual General Meeting                   Roger Stevenson 
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Stan Mason Plaque Award – given to Geoff Moore – Geoff 
knew Stan very well and Geoff tries to follow Stan’s real example 
of genuine club sportsmanship. 
 
 
 
 
 
Field issues 
 

i) Clubhouse progress report – given by Colin Collyer. 
ii) new strip recent “grassing” – coming along well 
 

VARMS AGM 2010 Comm. 9.20 P.M. 
 

Hearty vote of thanks recorded to both Colin Collyer & Max Haysom, for their stirling efforts in progressing the field & 
clubhouse issues, over the past 12 months, to their present advanced stage. 
Agenda as per typed AGM Produced. 
AGM Minutes for meet on 10 July,2009read out by Secretary- no alterations or queries accepted unanimously by 
members present. 
Club Annual financial report 2010 – presented by Ian Pearson.- to be audited later by club Auditor. 
 
Declaration of 2010/11 Committee 
 

President   Colin Collyer 
Secretary   Roger Stevenson 
Treasurer   Ian Pearson 
Registrar   Bruce Clapperton 
Editor/Site Manager     Max Haysom - (with able assistance from Glenn Salisbury) 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew 
Heli Group Rep.   Steve Malcman 
Sport Power Rep.  Chris Kurdian 
 

NB these last two positions may be subject to change, shortly.  
 

Ordinary Member   Martin Hopper. 
Club Webmaster  Steve Tester. 
AGM Meeting Closed 9.55 p.m. 
 
Final general Meeting Agenda Items. 
 

a) AGM Door prize - won by Alan Mayhew – prize magnificent fully- moulded slope soarer made available to Club at 
significantly reduced price by David Pratley. 
 

b) Walter Albert – demonstration of series of beautifully constructed & detailed free flight scale models – truly 
works of art!. (see photos) 

 
Meeting concluded 10.05 p.m. 
 

Next Club Meeting Friday 13 August, 2010 at GWPS Hall Glen Waverley, commencing @ 8 p.m. 
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Slope day at Kilcunda, Sunday 11th of July. 
 
A great time was had by all at Kilcunda on Sunday 11th of July.  A steady 20 knots was 
pushing up the North slope and it stayed that way for the whole day. When I arrived there 
were three planes in the air but only two pilots - the eagle shaped one seemed to be flying 
itself! I extracted my trusty, zero set-up, one piece Lunak, stuck some lead on the bottom, 
plugged it in and chucked it off the slope. Now I am told by Colin that he isn’t doing the Lunak 
any more. Instead he is now in the business of Marketing a new design EPP Fokker (see 
photo). Now this model is pretty much the same as the Lunak. However, after careful 

customer focus grouping and a long 
range monitoring of market trends in 
the highly fashionable semi-semi 
scaleish EPP model category, this one 
comes apart for easy transport and 
storage. Yes, the two piece wing and 
removable stabilizer means that you 
won’t have to go and buy a ruddy 
great blue Ford territory to carry it 
around to your favorite slope. Now, did 
I say that I put some lead on my 
Lunak? Yes. Well it did seem to be 
flying well on the day, so maybe it was 
some benefit. Benefit or not, I can give 
you one tip – if you’re going to stick 
lead temporarily on your plane, then 
cover it with flouro orange tape first. 
That way, when you have a hard 

landing and the lead separates from your plane, you will be able to find it, and the cows won’t 
die of lead poisoning in the spring. 

Member Article                                 Words & photos by Bruce Clapperton 
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Anyway, lots of people had turned up by now including Seph who had a go at Ian Slack’s 

Lunak. This is what we want to see, new people coming down and having a 
go. Steve Tester brought his son down to have a go as well. Hopefully we’ll 
see him at training over the next few weeks. David and Benjamin Wallace 
tried out their $20 flying wing. Tim Moreland brought out his super slippery 
flying wing (See aspectivity a few months ago) and also flew his other models 
including the Mini Schweitzer in Qantas Livery. Oh, and we had about 20 
kangaroos watching us from the bottom paddock – maybe I’ll bring my 
boomerang next time and give them a scare. 

 
I went back to the car and got out my Ricochet Slope model and started practicing my VMAA 
State Slope Championships Routines. 2 loops – OK, axial roll – OK, 5 seconds inverted – 
piece of cake, 2 stall turns – bad, bad 
very bad, three turn spin – OK if you 
dare. Now, the key to a good placing in 
the Slope Champs is the optional 
maneuvers. You get a lot of points for 
these, even if you don’t actually do 
them very well. My goal for the day was 
to actually do an outside loop. I’d been 
thinking about it for some time. I 
decided to attempt the method where 
you first go inverted, get up some 
speed then push in full down elevator. 
The plane goes upwards first, then if it 
makes it over the top of the loop, the 
rest of the loop should be easy with the 
plane leveling out upside down again.  
 
OK, heart pumping I got up some height, flipped over and cranked the stick forward. Up she 
went, up…..up…..u..u..u..p…p…p….p…p – and OVER – FANTASTIC! I did another one and 
then called over Ian to have a look. He gave me a tip to let the plane get up some speed after 
going inverted. I had a few more goes and it got a bit better.  
 
Hopefully I’ll get some more practice in on the next Slope Day which is…… 
 

• Sunday August 8, followed by  
• Saturday September 11th at Hollowback 

Then 
• VMAA State Slope Aerobatics 3rd October (and backup day 17th October) 

 

Reminder….    High St Rd Working Bee 
 

August 21st from 2pm.   Bring Gum Boots and Shovel 
 

The plan is to dig some trenches to move water, and then pump it away. We have the plan, it just needs a 
lot of diggers, so as not to over load anyone. 

1 hour should do it, then we can have a fly, weather permitting 
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Showtime! 

 
 

In recent years, VARMS has hosted a static scale competition around this time of year. David 
Down initiated the event, did the organizing and the judging, but has stood down. Geoff Hearn 
has grabbed the reigns and is now the organiser and primary judge. Adding his own stamp to 
the event is the new category of Thermal Glider. There are some beautiful covering jobs & 
paint schemes on some non scale models and it was felt that there should be due recognition 
for the effort to a great finish – and we are primarily a glider club after all. 

                           
Categories:  Thermal Glider 
   Power Scale Soaring 
   Scale Glider 
   Scale Power (IC & Electric)  
   Overall Member’s Choice 
 
The event will be held after the September General Meeting 
 
Awards will be given to the winner of each category. As mentioned previously, Geoff will judge 
the top four categories and you – the members – will determine the best of show. 
 

               
 
So polish off that paintwork, remove the covering wrinkles and show off your handywork to 
your fellow club members. 

 
      

Club Event                                                                  by Geoff Hearn 

Flying Event Calender 
 
Name        Dates       Location                 Further Info 
 
Manilla   17 thru 26 Sept Mt Borah, NSW Steve swenban@optusnet.com.au 
 

Lameroo  10 thru 12 Sept      Lameroo   see advertisement this issue 
 

VARMS Slope Day 11 Sept  Mt Hollowback              Bruce 9803 3108 
 

Camperdown Scale 24 thru 26 Sept  Camperdown             www.silentflight.net 
 

State Slope Aero 3 Oct             TBA 
 

Cobram Aerotow 30 Oct thru 2 Nov       Cobram   www.silentflight.net 
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Burt Rutan addressing the World Electric Symposium at the EAA museum 
said the “most impressive thing I have seen anywhere in aerospace” was a 
remotely controlled dynamically soaring glider that he watched fly at the top 
of a mountain. He went on to talk about electric aviation advances he would 
most like to see. First would be a self-launching sailplane. He also 
described an electric backup propulsion system that would consist of two 
pods that could be snapped on to the wings of an airplane and provide just 
enough power for an approach or a go-around, in the event the main 
engine fails. It could also boost power for high-density-altitude takeoffs. 
Such a device could save a lot of lives, Rutan said. But he added that the 
prospect he is most excited about is an idea inspired by remote-control 
model aircraft. 
  
“I’ve been coming here since 1971, and the airshow hasn’t changed that much,” he said. “But go watch 
these guys who are flying RC 3-D maneuvers.” Rutan referred several times to YouTube videos 
(http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=etoc, for example – GS), that show RC aircraft doing 
amazing things, such as flying onto a wall and sticking there, or diving straight toward the ground and 
stopping abruptly. He said he’d like to see an aerobatic aircraft with four propellers, which would give the 
pilot full control even at zero airspeed. Rutan said he’d also like to see indoor pylon racing with 
unpowered RC aircraft. “That’s a new sport that I just invented, and I’ve challenged the guys at Scaled 
(Scaled Composites - http://www.scaled.com/ - a company founded by Rutan – GS) to do it,” he said. 
The ultimate aim of this talk, he said, was “to inspire you to do new stuff.” 

 
 

Who is Burt Rutan? 
 

For those of you who are too young to know, or have been 
living under a rock for the last 40 years, Burt Rutan is an 
American aerospace engineer who is renowned for his 
innovative designs. His first design was the less than 
attractive VariViggen, a homebuilt aircraft featuring a canard 
layout. He refined this to the much more attractive VariEze 
and LongEze. Over the years, Rutan has designed many 
ground-breaking aircraft such as the Voyager, the first 
aircraft to fly, non-stop, unrefueled around the world, it’s 
successor, the GlobalFlyer which achieved the first solo, 
non-stop, unrefueled flight around the world and the 
gorgeous and radical Pond racer. Richard Branson engaged 

Rutan to design his SpaceShip One and Two, along with the ‘mothership’ White Knight Two, the 
concept being commercialised into Branson’s Virgin Galactic. 
 
 
 
Rutan even won a competition for a self launch sailplane, the Solitiare. If my 
woeful memory serves me correctly, this aircraft was featured in one of Colin 
Smith’s ‘Subjects for Scale’ columns in Aspectivity.  

 
 
 

Rutan Dreams                                                              
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George Buzuleac’s ES 52b Longwing Kookaburra                        Colin Collyer 
 
 

                                                 
 

 
 
The Kookaburra has just been completed but 
has not flown yet. 
 

Inspired? George’s smaller scale plan is 
available through Airborne magazine. 
 

 
 

Scale     1:4 
Span     3.7m 
Section   Gottingen 549 
Weight    6.9kg 
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The Bottom Line                                                                                                               Ian Pearson 

 

                                              Update 
 
Are you ready for the Car Boot Sale?  
 
If you are coming to the August meeting, there will If you are coming to the August meeting, there will be something different 
going on. For $2 you can participate in our first “Indoor Garage Sale”. All proceeds from sale of the tickets will go towards the 
club. The ticket will entitle you to have yourself a stall. You can also just browse and purchase things you probably didn't know 
you needed. The ticket is also an entry into a special raffle – apart from the normal one. 
 
Everyone is invited to have a stall. If you are really early, you may even get a table: to spread out all the modeling stuff that you 
have decided to bring along and try to convert to money. If you are selling, the idea is for you to only bring anything to do with 
modeling. Such as: tools, building models, kits, materials, accessories, radios, adhesive, covering, magazines, books, videos, 
plans – get the idea? 
 
The amount of organisation is low. As I said, early birds will get the tables that are under the stage, and realistically, the amount 
of space you need is governed by how much you bring to try and sell.  We'll fill up around the walls first and then start filling up 
the middle of the hall. 
 
Go on, get to it! Grab a cardboard box, go through your house and see how much modeling stuff you don't really need any-
more, and fill it up. Bring it along and display the contents for all to see. You may be lucky enough to have somebody buy the 
whole kit and caboodle. Maybe not. But give it a go anyway. 
 

Buyer rules; 
• Bring lots of small change; 
• Bring a plastic Shopping Bag to avoid having to buy one; and 
• Haggle a bit, but not too much. 

 
Seller Rules:  

• Prior to a sale the customer must show their ticket to the seller, or go and buy one; 
• Don't knock back a reasonable offer; 
• Put a price sticker on the larger, or more valuable items (bring a pen); 
• Consider bringing your own portable table (Card table? Work mate?); and 
• Take everything home that doesn't sell. 

 
Seller Hints: 

• Before you arrive decide on how much you would like for each item; and 
• Make a sign “Back in 10 minutes” - otherwise how are you going to buy anything?  

 
Available at the hall on the night will be: 

• Plastic shopping Bags, $1; 
• Groups of 10 price stickers. $2 (pencils will be available free!); and 
• Signs:  “Back in 10 minutes”, $2. 

 

Selling will not commence until after General Business – which I hope won’t go for too long. 
 

Any questions? Ring Tim Morland on 9703 2696 (A.H.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Income 
 
Subs 10/11 $6024.00 
Sundry      $45.00 

Total  $6069.00 

Expenses 
 

Web Site $180 Postage    $55.00  Flying Ins $5462 Raffle $250.00 
Postage $60 Printing    $94.15    Donation $300 
  

Admin  $240 Aspectivity  $154.15  Insurance $5462 Misc $550 
Sub tot  sub tot   sub tot  sub tot 
 

Total $6406.15          
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    Mowing Roster   
 

Bruce Robinson        9887 8996        August (early) 
          Graeme Hollis 9739 4886         August (late) 
          Mal. Buckmaster      9763 1632         Sept (early) 
          Robert Kassell 9795 1330          Sept (late) 
          Henri Wohlmuth 9764 1921           Oct (early) 
          Jim Baker  9803 2185 Oct (late) 
 

     Geoff Moore (Heliport)        98022044 
     Max Koludrovic (Runways & Pits)   

 
 
 

An important message from Martin Hopper: 
 

Please do not drive on the field! 
The consequences can be inconvenient, costly & 

embarrassing. A member who will remain 
anonymous discovered all of the above to be true. 

Four wheel drives do not float……. 
It is far too soft and wet at the southern end – 

even for the tractor! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Our special thanks to Kelly & Ian Costello from the 
Bakers Delight at The Glen Shopping Centre, Glen 

Waverley. 
 

Also to Bruce Robertson for collecting and bringing it all 
to the meetings each month 

 

Any Problems with the field, ring 
 

Martin Hopper 
 

9873 8256 

Training Dates 
 

15th & 29th August 
 

Training radio 
Frequencies are: 

641, 643 & 645 
 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by: 

 

Hyperion Australia 
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed  in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 
President    Colin Collyer    9561 9097 
Secretary    Roger Stevenson    9830 8293 
Treasurer    Ian Pearson    5996 5019 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew    9887 7885 
Editor/Site Manager   Max Haysom    9801 3899 
Ordinary Member   Martin Hopper    9873 8256 
Registrar    Bruce Clapperton    9803 3108 
Heli Group Rep   Steven Malcman    9884 0614 
Sports Power Rep   Chris Kurdian    9762 0714 
Webmaster    Steve Tester    9724 9728 

 
VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 

 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can maintain 

the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact 

the Secretary, or other Committee member. 
 
 
 
 

    
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying 
radio controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field on High Street Road, Wantirna 
South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to all and are held on Sunday mornings, 
generally on a fortnightly basis. Exact dates and times are posted on the filed entrance gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australian. 
 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of radio 
controlled gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas.  
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the Glen 
Waverley Primary School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds on the corner of 
High Street Road and Springvale Road) Meetings start at 8:00 pm and visitors are welcome. Formalities 
are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modelers and a light supper, suppliers 
by Bakers Delight, The Glen Shopping Centre. 
 
 
 

 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 


